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INTRODUCTION

1.1

The Proponent
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August 2014

The Project w ill be ow ned and operated by East Durham Wind, LP, a subsidiary of Nex tEra Energy Canada, LP.
Nex tEra Energy Canada, LP, parent company is Nex tEra Energy Resources, LLC, a global leader in w ind energy
generation w ith a current operating portfolio of more than 100 w ind energy projects in North America. The w ind farms
in Canada include: Mount Copper and Mount Miller, (both 54 megaw atts (M W) located in Murdochv ille, Quebec;
Pubnico Point, (31 M W) located near Yarmouth, Nov a Scotia; and Ghost Pine (82 M W), located in Kneehill County ,
Alberta.
The primary contacts for the projec t are as follow s:
Project Proponent
Derek Dudek
Community Relations Consultant
NextEra Energy Canada, LP
390 Bay St, Suite 1720
Toronto, ON M5H 2Y2
Phone: 1-877-257-7330
Email: EastDurha m.Wind@NextEra Energy.com

1.2

Project Consultant
Patricia Becker, MES
Project Manager (Energy)
WSP (for merly GEN IVAR)
5 th Floor, 600 Cochrane Drive
Markha m, Ontario, L3R 5 K3
Phone: 905-713-2837
Email: pat.becker @wspgroup.com

Project Study Area

The proposed Projec t is located in the Municipality of West Grey , east of the Community of Durham and w est of
Village of Pricev ille, w ithin Grey County . The Project Study Area consists of the area being studied for the w ind farm
components. The Project Study Area is generally bounded by :
→ Concession Road 6 to the north
→ Sideroad 40, Tow nline Artemesia-Glenelg and Sideroad 50 to the east
→ The West Grey – Southgate municipal boundary to the south
→ Baseline to the w est
The location of the Project Study Area w as defined early in the planning process for the proposed w ind energy facility,
based on the av ailability of w ind resources, approx im ate area required for the proposed projec t, and av ailability of
ex isting infrastruc ture for connection to the electrical grid. The Projec t Study Area w as used to facilitate information
collection.
The follow ing co-ordinates define the ex ternal boundaries (corners) of the Projec t Study Area:
Study Area Corner
Northwest
Northeast
Southeast
Southwest

Easting
NAD83 UTM17
517446
528740
529409
519266

Northing
NAD83 UTM17
4898788
4899612
4890833
4889235
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PROPOSED PROJECT MODIFICATION

East Durham Wind, LP is proposing a modification to the Project. The proposed Project modification is summarized in
Section 2.1 and Figures 1, 2 and 3.
Table 2-1 summarizes and documents the follow ing about the proposed modifications:
→

A description of the modification and a rationale for w hy the modification is proposed; and

→

New potential env ironmental effects and corresponding mitigation measures.

Figure 5 illustrates the modified Project Location.
2.1

Project Modification

Since submission of the REA application to the MOE, the proponent has identified the need to ex pand the Projec t
Location due to an increase in the Construction Dis turbance Areas (CDA) associated w ith the installation of three new
access road entrances and associated underground electrical collection lines. These modifications to the location of
three access road entrances are needed to accommodate Grey County and the Municipality of West Grey entrance
permit requirements.
Tw o entrances (Turbines 4 and 11) from County Road 4 need to be modified in order to comply w ith a rev ised Grey
County entrance permit policy w hich came into effec t since the January 2013 submission of the REA application to
the M OE. In response to discussions and comments receiv ed from the Municipality of West Grey , there is one
entrance (Turbine 10) from The Glen Road that may need to be modified. The proposed changes are display ed in
Figures 1, 2 and 3.
Figures 1, 2 and 3 show the ex isting construc tion disturbance areas (C DA) and the proposed additional CDA to
accommodate the three new access road entrances and the associated underground elec trical collection line. The
original proposed C DA combined w ith the additional C DA represent the modification to the Project Location to
accommodate the three rev ised access road entrances. While the figures in this modification report show a proposed
access road and collection line, there is flex ibility as the siting of the collection line and access roads can be
anyw here w ithin the full CDA (original and additional areas).
2.1.1

Natural Heritage Assessment

The areas associated w ith the ex panded CDA for entrances at three turbine locations w ere included w ithin the areas
w here natural heritage surv ey s w ere prev iously conducted, therefore no additional specific site inv estigation w as
conducted for the increase in the CDA for the three rev ised site entrances.
The Natural Heritage Assessment Addendum No. 2 Report (January 2014) w as submitted to the MNR in January
2014 for rev iew and sign-off. The report outlined the proposed modifications to the C DA to accommodate the three
rev ised site entrances. The MNR prov ided sign-off on Addendum No. 2 on Augus t 26, 2014. Addendum No. 2 and
the MNR sign-off letter are prov ided in Appendix A.
Access Road/Underground Electrical Collec tion to Turbine 4
To comply w ith Grey County ’s rev ised entrance permit policy for entrances to ex isting roads, the proponent has
recognized that the access road to Turbine 4 may need to be shifted slightly to the w est as it approaches County
Road 4. This area is currently under activ e agricultural use and no significant features (w oodlands, w etlands or
v alley lands) are located w ithin 120m of the additional C DA. As a result of the change, a small area of additional
Generalized Significant Wildlife Habitat (SWH) of the same ty pe identified in the original Natural Heritage Assessment
(NHA) documents for the Projec t w as identified. No additional SWH w as identified w ithin 120m of the additional CDA.
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Access Road/Underground Electrical Collec tion to Turbine 10
In response to discussion and comments receiv ed from the Municipality of Wes t Grey regarding entrances to
proposed access roads, the proponent has recognized that the access road to Turbine 10 m ay need to be shifted to
the north slightly as it approaches The Glen Road. This area is currently under activ e agricultural use and no
significant features (w oodlands, w etlands or v alley lands) are located w ithin 120m of the additional C DA. As a result
of the change, a small area of additional Generalized SWH of the same ty pe identified in original N HA documents for
the Project, w as identified. No other SWH w as identified w ithin 120m of the additional CDA.
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Figure 1: Revised Access Road Entrance for Turbine 4
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Figure 2: Revised Access Road Entrance t o Turbine 10
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Figure 3: Revised Access Road Entrance t o Turbine 11
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Access Road/Underground Electrical Collec tion to Turbine 11
In order to comply w ith Grey County ’s rev ised entrance permit policy for entrances to access roads, the proponent
has recognized that the access road to Turbine 11 may need to shift to the w est slightly as it approaches County
Road 4. As a result, the road right-of-w ay (ROW) directly adjacent to the property associated w ith Turbine 11, as w ell
as additional land w ithin the property parcel itself, are proposed for inclusion in the CDA for the Project. The area is
currently under activ e agricultural use. A rev iew of significant features (w oodlands, w etlands or v alley lands) located
w ithin 120m of the additional C DA indicates that a significant w etland (WE-12) is located 95m to the southw est and a
significant w oodland (WO-05) is located 20m to the east.
The portion of WE-12 that lies w ithin 120m the additional CDA is a coniferous sw amp that is part of the Beav er
Meadow Prov incially Significant Wetland (PSW). This PSW is a w etland complex made up of a number of w etland
units to comprise the larges t w etland feature identified in the projec t area. WE-12 has already been identified as
being w ithin 120m of the construction disturbance area of Turbine 11 that includes an access road and underground
electrical collection in ex isting N HA documents for the Projec t. The distance of 95m from this feature identified as a
result of the modification does not represent a greater impact than w hat w as prev iously identified (47m); therefore no
additional impacts or mitigation measures, bey ond w hat is already identified in the Env ironmental Impact Study (EIS)
in the NHA documents for the Project, are identified.
In the case of WO-05 the project lay out (access road and underground electrical collec tion) presented in ex isting NHA
documentation for the Project w as already identified as being immediately adjacent (>0m) to the feature. The
distance of 20m from WO-05 identified as a result of the additional C DA does not represent a greater impac t than
w hat w as prev iously identified (>0m); therefore no additional impacts or mitigation, bey ond w hat is already identified
in the EIS for the Projec t, are identified.
As a result of the additional CDA, a small area of additional Generalized SWH of the same ty pe identified in ex isting
NHA documentation for the Project, w as identified. No additional SWH w as identified w ithin 120m of the additional
CDA.
2.1.2

Archaeological Assessment

The three site access entrances w hich are proposed to be changed w ere subject to additional Stage 2 archaeological
field w ork w hich w as undertaken by URS in October 2013. The findings and all field w ork hav e been documented in
the “Additional Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment East Durham Wind Energy Project Alternativ e Access to Turbines
and other Infrastruc ture Geographic Tow nship of Glenelg, now West Grey Tow nship, Grey County, Ontario” (January
29, 2014). Follow ing completion of the Stage 2 archaeological assessment it w as found that no new archaeological
material or sites w ere identified and no further archaeological assessment w as required for either of the access road
entrances or underground electrical collection line associated w ith Turbine 4 or Turbine 10. There is a new site
(identified as Location 4 site) that is located in the rev ised entrance area for Turbine 11, w hich w ould require a Stage
3 archaeological assessment if the area is to be impacted. Both the road entrance and the underground electrical
collection line associated w ith Turbine 11 are sited to av oid the archaeological site and the associated 20 m buffer.
Based on this no Stage 3 archaeological assessment w ill be required how ev er a Monitor w ill need to be present
during cons truction for the area w ithin 20 m to 50 m of the Location 4 archaeological site that w ill be impac ted (refer
to Figure 4 below w hich outlines Location 4 and the associated archaeological buffers).
The findings and all Stage 2 archaeological field w ork hav e been documented in the Additional Stage 2
Archaeological Assessment report (January 29, 2014). The Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment Report w as
submitted to MTCS for rev iew and acceptance into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports. Sign-off on
the Stage 2 w ork w as receiv ed on January 31, 2014 for the additional lands (alternativ e access) and the letter
confirms that: (1) the Minis try is satisfied w ith the recommendations in the reports; and, (2) the fieldw ork and reporting
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for the archaeological assessment w as consistent w ith the Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologis ts
(2011). The MTCS sign-off letter is prov ided in Appendix B of this Modification Report.
Figure 4: Revised Access Road Entrance t o Turbine 11 with Archaeological Buffers
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New Potential Environmental Effects and Mitigation Measures

Giv en that the changes proposed to the Project do not entail the installation or operation of components not
prev iously addressed, the construction, operation and decommissioning activ ities as they are described in the original
REA application (N HA, Env ironmental Impact Study ) for the Project remain accurate. No new significant w etlands,
w oodlands or v alley lands hav e been identified in this modification report; and, new project components proposed are
not any closer in prox imity to the significant w etland, w oodland and v alley land features than the closest components
prev iously identified in the original NHA documentation. Likew ise, although additional areas are included, no new
ty pes of Generalized SWH hav e been identified compared to w hat has prev iously been documented; therefore, no
new impacts, mitigation measures, contingency or monitoring plans are required (see Table 2-1).
Follow ing completion of the additional Stage 2 archaeological assessment there w ere no new archaeological material
or sites identified for Turbines 4 or 10 and there is a new site (identified as Location 4 site) that is located in the
rev ised entrance area for Turbine 11that can be av oided and thus no further archaeological assessment w as required
for ex pansion of the C DA to accommodate the three rev ised access road entrances (see Table 2-1), on the prov ision
of a Monitor to be on-site during construc tion of the road entrances for Turbine 11 in the areas w ithin 20 m to 50 m of
the Location 4 archaeological site.
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Table 2-1: Summary of Project Modi fication
Proposed Modification

Rational for Proposed Modif ication

Expansion of the project location due
to an increase in the Construction
Disturbance Area associated with the
installation of three new access road
entrances (Turbines 4, 10 and 11) and
underground electrical collection lines

• Two entrances (Turbine 4 and Turbin e
11) from County Road 4 need to be
modified in order to co mply with a
revised Grey County entrance permi t
policy which ca me into effect since the
January 2013 submission of the R EA
documents to the MOE
• One entrance (Turbine 10) from the
Glen Road is in response to
discussions and comments received
from the Municipality of West Grey
since the January 2013 submission of
the REA docu ments to the MOE

New Potential Environmental Effects
None

New Mit igation
Measures
None for Turbines
4 and 10
Turbine 11 will
require provision of
a Monitor to be
present during
construction within
20 m to 50 m of the
identified Location
4 archaeological
site
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Figure 5: Revi sed Project Loc ation
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EDITS TO THE PROJECT DESCRIPTION REPORT

Table 3-1 documents the edits to the Project Description Report from the modification described abov e.
Table 3-1: Edit s to the P roject Description Report
Section / Page
Page 8

Original Text
Figure 2-1 Project Location - showed the
original construction disturbance area

Revised Text
Figure 2-1 Project Location – shows the increase in
the Construction Disturbance Area associated with
Turbine 4, Turbine 10 and Turbine 11.
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EDITS TO THE DESIGN AND OPERATIONS REPORT

Table 4-1 documents the edits to the Design and Operations Report resulting from the modification described abov e.
Table 4-1: Edit s to the Design and Operations Report
Section / Page

Original Text

Page 4

Figure 2-1 Project Location and Study Area
Features - showed the original construction
disturbance area

Page 7

Figure 2-1 Project Location - showed the
original construction disturbance area

Section 6.1 Cultural
Heritage
(Archaeological
Assessment) / Page
17

The findings and all Stage 2 archaeological
field work have been documented in the
Stage 2 Ar chaeological Assessment report
and the Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment
Additional Lands report. The Stage 2
Archaeological Assessment Reports were
submitted to MTC S for review and
acceptance into the Ontario Public Register
of Archaeological Reports. Sign-off on the
Stage 2 work was received on December 20,
2012 for the additional lands and on January
22, 2013 for the original Stage 2 and these
letters confirm that: (1) the Ministry is
satisfied with the recommendations in the
reports; and, (2) the field work and reporting
for the archaeological assessment was
consistent with the Standards and Guidelines
for Consultant Archaeologists (2011).

Revised Text
Figure 2-1 Project Location and Study Area
Features – shows the increase in the Construction
Disturbance Area associated with Turbine 4,
Turbine 10 and Turbine 11.
Figure 2-1 Project Location – shows the increase in
the Construction Disturbance Area associated with
Turbine 4, Turbine 10 and Turbine 11.
The Project Location was increased with the
additional Construction Disturbance Area changes
to acco mmodate three access road entrances that
have been revised. These revisions were subject to
additional Stage 2 archaeological field work which
was undertaken by URS in October 2013. The
findings and all field work have been documented
in the “ Additional Stage 2 Archaeological
Assessment East Durham Wind Energy Project
Alternative Access to Turbines and other
Infrastructure Geographic Township of Glenelg,
now West Grey Township, Grey County, Ontario”
(January 29, 2014). Followin g completion of the
Stage 2 archaeological assessment it was found
that no archaeolo gical material or sites were
identified and no further archaeological assessment
was required for either of the two alternative access
roads or underground electrical collection lin e
associated with Turbine 4 or Turbine 10. There is
a new site (identified as Location 4 site) that is
located in the revised entrance area for Turbine 11,
which would require a Stage 3 archaeological
assessment if the area is to be impacted. Both the
road entrance and the underground electrical
collection line associated with Turbin e 11 are sited
to avoid the archaeological site and the associated
20 m buffer.
Based on this no Stage 3
archaeolo gical assessment will be required
however a Monitor will need to be present durin g
construction for the area within 20 m to 50 m of the
Location 4 archaeolo gical site that will be i mpacted.
The findings and all Stage 2 archaeological field
work have been documented in the Stage 2
Archaeological Assessment report and the Stage 2
Archaeological Assessment Additional Lands
reports. The Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment
Reports were submitted to MTC S for review and
acceptance into the Ontario Public Register of
Archaeological Reports. Sign-off on the Stage 2
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work was received on December 20, 2012 for the
additional la nds, on January 22, 2013 for the
original Stage 2 and on January 31, 2014 for the
additional la nds (alternative access) and these
letters confirm that: (1) the Ministry is satisfied with
the recommendations in the reports; and, (2) the
fieldwork and reporting for the archaeological
assessment was consistent with the Standards and
Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (2011).
Not applicable – add new paragraphs after
paragraph 1.

Section 6.2 Natural
Heritage / Page 18

Three entrances have been identified as in need of
revision; two along County Road 4 and one on The
Glen Road. The areas associated with the
expanded construction disturbance for entrances at
three turbine locations (Turbine 4, 10 and 11) were
included within the areas where natural heritage
surveys were previously conducted, therefore no
additional site in vestigation was conducted specific
to the proposed project layout changes for the
increase in the CDA for the three site entrances.
The “ Natural Heritage Assessment – Addendum
No. 2 Ontario Regulation 359/09 (January
2014)” was submitted to MN R on January 21, 2014.
The increase in the Construction Disturbance Area
for the three modified entrances did not result in
any changes to the potential effects, mitigation
measures, net effects and monitoring commitments
regardin g the natural heritage features, in addition
to birds and bats, that were evaluated in the
original and Addendum No 1. Natural Heritage
Assessment Reports and the Environmental Effects
Monitoring Plan.
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EDITS TO THE CONSTRUCTION PLAN REPORT

Table 5-1 documents the edits to the Cons truction Plan Report resulting from the modification described abov e.
Table 5-1: Edit s to the C onstruction Plan Report
Section / Page

Original Text

Page 5

Figure 1-2 Project Location and Study Area
Features - showed the original Construction
Disturbance Area

Page 8

Figure 2-1 Project Location - showed the
original Construction Disturbance Area

Section 3.1 Cultural
Heritage
(Archaeological
Assessment) / Page
17

The findings and all Stage 2 archaeolo gical
field work have been documented in the
Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment report
and the Stage 2 Archaeological
Assessment Additional Lands report. The
Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment
Reports were submitted to MTCS for review
and acceptance into the Ontario Public
Register of Archaeological Reports. Signoff on the Stage 2 work was received on
December 20, 2012 for the additional lands
and on January 22, 2013 for the original
Stage 2 and these letters confirm that: (1)
the Ministry is satisfied with the
recommendations in the reports; and, (2)
the fieldwork and reporting for the
archaeolo gical assessment was consistent
with the Standards and Guidelines for
Consultant Archaeologists (2011).

Revised Text
Figure 1-2 Project Location and Study Area Features
– shows the increase in the Construction Disturbance
Area associated with Turbine 4, Turbine 10 and
Turbine 11.
Figure 2-1 Project Location – shows the increase in
the Construction Disturbance Area associated with
Turbine 4, Turbine 10 and Turbine 11.
The Project Location was increased with the
additional Construction Disturbance Area changes to
accommodate three access road entrances that have
been revised. These revisions were subject to
additional Stage 2 archaeolo gical field work which
was undertaken by URS in October 2013. The
findings and all field work have been documented in
the “ Additional Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment
East Durham Wind Energy Project Alternative Access
to Turbines and other Infrastructure Geographic
Township of Glenelg, now West Grey Township,
Grey County, Ontario” (January 29, 2014). Following
completion of the Stage 2 archaeological assessment
it was found that no archaeological material or sites
were identified and no further archaeological
assessment was required for either of the two
alternative access roads or underground ele ctrical
collection line associated with Turbine 4 or Turbine
10. There is a new site (identified as Location 4 site)
that is located in the revised entrance area for
Turbine 11, which would require a Stage 3
archaeolo gical assessment if the area is to be
impacted.
Both the road entrance and the
underground electrical collection line associated with
Turbine 11 are sited to avoid the archaeological site
and the associated 20 m buffer. Based on this no
Stage 3 archaeological assessment will be required
however a Monitor will need to be present during
construction for the area within 20 m to 50 m of the
Location 4 archaeolo gical site that will be i mpacted.
The findings and all Stage 2 archaeological field work
have been documented in the Stage 2
Archaeological Assessment report and the Stage 2
Archaeological Assessment Additional Lands
reports. The Stage 2 Ar chaeological Assessment
Reports were submitted to MTC S for review and
acceptance into the Ontario Public Register of
Archaeological Reports. Sign-off on the Stage 2
work was received on Dece mber 20, 2012 for the
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additional lands, on January 22, 2013 for the orig inal
Stage 2 and on January 31, 2014 for the additional
lands (alternative access) and these letters confirm
that: (1) the Ministry is satisfied with the
recommendations in the reports; and, (2) the
fieldwork and reporting for the archaeological
assessment was consistent with the Standards and
Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (2011).
Not applicable – add new paragraphs after
paragraph 1.

Section 3.2 Natural
Heritage / Page 20

Three entrances have been identified as in need of
revision; two along County Road 4 and one on The
Glen Road. The areas associated with the expanded
construction disturbance for entrances at three
turbine locations (Turbine 4, 10 and 11) were
included within the areas where natural heritage
surveys were previously conducted, therefore no
additional site investigation was conducted specific to
the proposed proje ct layout changes for the increase
in the CDA for the three site entrances. The “ Natural
Heritage Assessment – Addendum No. 2 Ontario
Regulation 359/09 (January 2014)” was submitted to
MNR on January 21, 2014.
The increase in the Construction Disturbance Area
for the three modified entrances did not result in any
changes to the potential effects, mitigation measures,
net effects and monitoring commitments regarding
the natural heritage features, in addition to birds and
bats, that were evaluated in the orig inal and
Addendum No 1. Natural Heritage Assessment
Reports and the Environmental Effects Monitoring
Plan.
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EDITS TO THE DECOMMISSIONING PLAN REPORT

Table 6-1 documents the edits to the Decommissioning Plan Report resulting from the modification described abov e.

Table 6-1: Edit s to the Decommissioning Pl an Report
Section / Page
Page 4

Original Text
Figure 1-1 Project Location - showed the
original construction disturbance area

Revised Text
Figure 1-1 Project Location – shows the increase in
the Construction Disturbance Area associated with
Turbine 4, Turbine 10 and Turbine 11.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Project modification described in this Modification Repot No. 1 does not change the ov erall conclusion of the
REA Report w hich states that the Project can be construc ted, ins talled, operated and decommissioned w ithout any
significant adv erse residual effects.
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